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Since women have been given equal opportanitiea with 
men in the learned professions, several members of the 

"other >('\" lijivc rix'ii tn j»i-<»iniin'iicc :iii<l fjiiiic. M;my 
enpi^c in a stni^i^lc ilicv (li<i imi aiiticipute, aud but few 
BumHMl in reacliin<; the ii( i<:lits. The same it true in art, 
in literature, in law aud iu medicine. 

Esther Van Riper, M. 1)., of Circleville, Ohio, seems to 
l>c Mill- wniiKiii wlmiii M«.tli( r Xiitiirc \\\\> csjM'cially cii- 
d<*\Vf<i fur tln' nuMlical profession, as sin* has j»racti<MM| in 
it with \innsnal success and her name and faiiK.' liavc ^onc 
far and wide. She p o ss o is os , very fortunately, those 
physieal, mental anl moral attributes, together with the 
minor p*aees, essential to the making of a successful 
practiciiiir physician. For years she lias Iwen an ont- 
sp<»k('ii and avoweil p'n'cihiiikcr. iii:hIc l»y her >tii<lies; 
not from choice, hut in < « — iiy. No ntlicr crMirse was 

open to her hut to n jed ihi- childisli and ahsuid fahles of 
theology in general, and Christianity in particular. 

Dr. Van Riper was bom in Lodi, Washtenaw County, 
M ichiiiJiii. and i- a (hmditcr of Ivhiiiiiid (I. ;ind Ijiciiida 
(Ishell) lingers, hntii native- ..t* the Stiitc of New ^'nrk. 
Her paternal grandfather \n;i- ;i iiati\c i.f h!ii<:hind, who 
came to America at a very early «hite and s<'tth d in Orange 
County, New York. His wife was a Mis^ Martha E. 
Gallez, being of Irish hliKid anl a descendant of a good 
family. On the IJi-^icrs side of the Doctor's family, she 
trace> her anc<-trv hjick t . ! ;ic hlnuli -Ii jiri-iocracs , jiikI 
to Lord Kop*rs. 'I'hr |)n<i r'- father was u graduate of 
the West Toint militiirv ;i( :i*l( iny and also attended the 
University at Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Dr. Van Ri]K*r, or, as we may desiijrnate her at this 
jHTio.l. hither A. Ko-cr-, wii> iiiarrie.l to Dr. M. H. Van 
ltii)er, of New V* rk, h«- lieini:- «d' Dutch and Welsh extrac- 
tion. His fatiier, dohn \'an Kiper, jH <|iiiiv.| hi^h |>roiiii- 
nence as an attorney at Albany, New ^'ork. The Dcwtcn-, 
herself, was educated in New York and stu^lied medicine 
at the now world famous Bellevue Medical College. Later 
she t«H)k further medical studies at the Ann Arbor Univer- 
sity, gra<hijitin<j with hii:h h ^iioi--. Snun jiflci- licr mar- 
riage, she, witli her liii>h;iiid, iiio\((| to Kaid<ak('(', Illinois, 
where la-r hii-l»an<l practiced hi- profc— ion. I the youn^i- 
wife not only aided him in bis professional work, but con- 
tinued her studies under him and for a period of eight 
vcar- -he wrote medical :ind -iir^iieal lectures f»r bim and 
from bim. iiy these nicans and through these opportuni- 



ties she became excoedingly proticieut, and was tinallj 
registered and admitted to the praetioe of uiedioino in 

Illinois. She afterwards moved to (^irclcx ille, Ohio, 
where she began to practice under her own nauie, and re- 
maining in the last named oi^ ever liiioe^ she baa been 
( mine ntly luooeMfttl, establishing a laifB and lucrative 

practice. 

Three children were bom of this union, sons, and being 

left a widow, these have heen the life and li^t and hope 
of their mother. The sons are Alyron E., Garrett A., and 
Marquis de Lafayette Van Riper. These sons became 

pn>minent an<l proficient in the business world, a credit 
to themselves, to the community and to their I'ond parents. 

Since residing in Circleville, Dr. Van Riper has l)een 
a dose and diligent student and has graduated from other 
colleges during the past fifteen years, obtaining a diploma 
from cjich. The diplomas she is now able to boast include 
one each fn>m the Hoard of Me<liciil llegistration an<l 
lv\annnati«»n of the State of Ohio; Meml)ership certificato 
in the Ked Cross Hospital, Chicago, 111.; Asisociate mem- 
bership (1905) American Medical Union; Membership in 
Northern Indiana Medical Association; Membership in 
Southern Michigan Medical Association; Diph^ma from 
American ('olleiic of Sci<nc<', <d' Philadelphia; Diploma 
from Klectro-Mcdical InstituU-, ('olund)us, Ohio; Member- 
ship in American Assoidation of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Water Valley, Ark.; Diploma from Jacksonian Optical 
College, of Jackson, Mich., and others. 

So far as her hetxTodoxy is cruicerne<l nothing; further 
couhl he nee<|ed, in <len»onst rat ion there(d', than the fact 
that she he<'ame a valued nuMuher <d' the dcd'unct American 
Secular Union; is now a member of the lugersoll Memorial 
Association, and of the Social Order of United Liberalti 
at Portland, Oregon. From time to time as her means 
would ])ermit, she has not hesitated to contribute freely to 
the can>e of Fre<'thoii«r|it, anil s<*veral articles from her pen 
have apiM-ai'ed in the American Freetbought pid)Iicationrt. 
She ha< never sought to conceal her feelings for the ortho- 
dox church and its teachings, but in season and out of 
season, she has invariably let the people know whidi side 
>he was on in this great contest for mental lilterty. 

Thomas Paine U^'ame her ideal of intellectual manhood 
and we all know what that means for (U'thodoxy. 1 )r. 
Van Uiper was the first woman to ynn the Paine Memorial 
Atsooiation, and gave in her name for membership to 
Secretary Elliott^ at a Paine meeting at New Boohelle^ 
New Tofk. 
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I Ringing Reply 



Ont Who Htard Him, Delivers • Ftw 
' Iroadsldes Into the Old Hulk of the 
Bi.ble and Theology. 

(By T. C. Jefferles) 
'Hev. T. C. RiMoeU, 

Brooklyn and PitUburg:— 
"Dear Sir: I was amoni^ the number 
who heard you at the fllppoilrome in this 
city on the subject. "Where Are the IX'ud? ' 
and I was intorested in your words, alt ho* 
I do not understand everything you say. 
For Instance, you instruct your hearers to 
let ih<' jir»st iit uo. to ncv«'r mind it. and 
add tliat it is tli. tutuii' tha' uio-t vitally 
concerns every on**. in otli"r words, we 
are to aljandon tlie sul)stan(e for the s!:a(t- 
■ ow. Is it not ni<;ri' svusidI*- to t* 11 us to 
live ri^ht tcdiiy and lae fnturf will take 
('are of iisilf? Wliy not let tli«' NOW liavr 
our undivided attention? Why wi'liour 
all happiness and contrniiiK nt now. as you 
request, in the vain hope of inilnitr hai)pi- 
nesB in the hereafter? 

You say you accept and befieve the wliole 
Bible from Genesis to Revelations, and in 
telllnflT U8 where are the dead, you say they 
are In the flroiuid «Bd'that they will stay 
' there uhtir Christ's second comtnf atPd then 
^ lie J«dg#d, ihk food ones to th^after live 

• and rule the wodd with Jesas, and the bed 
ones wtU be destroyod-r-tney will meet a 

• second denth. 

WeU,' for mtoiBi thtek Ohe death quite 
•nottgh. eipeotolly te Tiew of tlie fact that « 
hate hnt one birth and one life to my cred- 
it The bad %lll be destroyed, but none 
will suffer eternal pnttishment hi a hell of 
lire," Is what you tell us. "l^hey will be 

• deetfoyed and not tortured in any hell, for 
. •there is no hell; hell is amyththflt has come 

down to ua from the darl< ages, from t! <• 
semi-civilized past.' and you add that "No- 
where is the doctrine of hell taught in the 
Kibl»"— that book which you so unquail- 
!le<lly and wiiolly accept. 

I aurrr with you thai the idea of hell 
eani* down Ironi the harliarcus past, and 
l)y the same nieiliod of imurin^' It must 
necessarily follow that the r« si of the Bible 
canie <iown to us from an t'qua'lN ItarliarouM 
and dark |»ast. 'l his id<'a of hell is most 
repulsive. Hut you srt in to t)e v« ry iucim- 
siste-nt in accepiinu; and l)rlit' » '.n^ ilic wln)Ie 
IUl)le and at the same tiiu' denying its 
teacliings and the fundamental tcacliiiiKs 
of the chureht s which are founded on t.he 
Bible. I am afraid you strayed from the 
righteous path when you said tliat tli»> <1(h*- 
trine of hell was not taught in the Bible. 



to a Preacher 



h this be tru?. how do you explain such 

passages a- t^c following:— 

Rev. 20-10: "And the devil that deceived 
them was cast ioto the lake of lire and 
brimstone, where .ne beast and the false 
prophet are, ana 'shall be tormented day and 
night, forever and ever." 

Why torment the oevil, whom god created 
Lor do ug that which he did, and wtbo t».d 
that which lod created him to do? His role 
wae to deceive, according to your bible, 
and then for doing what was expected of 
him he is to be thus treeited. He don t de- 
serve it. And the oeast will be handled in 
like manner.-^rcbably for bomg a beast. 
Serves the beast right for being a beait. 
However, life is no doubt as sweet to the 
beasts ae to the human family, but because 
the beast Is of a lower order of animal life 
than man, the la'ter consigns !iim to the pit. 
But that doesn't matter aiiywry. as long as 
man's jol< n« with himself di n t hurt the 
D'^a-^t. Hut it shows no gcx^d will toward 
tn«' brast, and in tne light of sudi t-hlngs 
tills w. (an eanily set' why so many 
Christians are so inhuman im their treat- 
m< nt of animals. 

Well, you accept the liihle and all there 
is contained in it. from (W-nesIs to Revela- 
iions. |{r\. L'u-iu shows that there Is a 
lak.' of Ti. and brimsioiu- where rtcrnai 
puiiishiiitm will b»' conducted for soMU'body 
at least. So ii isn"i alt4)i:. th •; so ludiei-ous 
as you s«rni.'d to iUink, this idoa of hell, 
thai Christ aiiity has gained. 

L'l A siys the fearful and uaboliev- 
liiK. til. alMunir.nbh'. murt'.t'rtM-'^ ami whore- 
mongers. abd sorci rers ami 'dolaitus and 
all liars shall liav»' their i-ar* i"i ihv !ak.>. 
whieli buMU'th with tire and hrimstoue. 

S(. III.' (Irvll and the In ast are not the 
only ones who will enjoy this lire. 

Rev. 14-11: And the smoke of their tor- 
ment ascendeth up forever and t'ver nnd 
they have no rest oay nor ni.ulJt." 

Matiht w suhstltutes a furnace for a lake 
of tl:(\ 

Mark IX KM,: -And if thv right hand 
offend tiH' . (ut it off: it Is l)etttT for thee 
t«> • ni« r into life maimed than having two 
IkiikIs to K<> '.nio li 'il. int. iln" t'rr t' at m-v- 
t r shall br (pu i di. d; win r. t'i.« worm dieth 
not ami ilir tii • i> iu>i (|Urnelied. And If 
thy t\M>i . n«.|i(i I !), »•. cut ii <».T; it is ln'ttcr 
n»r tint l(» »'n;tr alt into lite than liavim; 
twt» to !)»• cast into n» ll. into {' v tli»> 

that m'V»«r shall l)e (pu'nched; wher»> tln-ir 
worm dietli not am' the tin i-- in t i|Ui i;» ln d- 
And If thine eyr offend tine, plm-k ii out; 
it is better for thee to enter into the king- 



t 

dom of t;od with one ey»». than having two 
eyts to be cast into heli tire, wher their 
worm dieth not and the fire is not quenolh 
ed. 

If. as .\ ou sa.\. you b» l|» v • ai.d ncci | t 
the Mitirc i'.ihh". and >iu also ibuy ijn' doc- 
trine of a liell of » t( rnai '.•rm, nt as tauii;ni 
therein, you may have f xiiian it lons o: apoi 
ogi€8 for such passages as these whii'n 
teach to the ignorant the idea of eternal 
punlilbment. The dark ag^s which you 
refer to, have no monopoly oi ignorance, or 
imagination. Your dental of the doctrine 
of hell is bully, but how can you deny what 
ycu unequivocably accept? 

"Where are the dead?'* The agnostics 
say "We do not know," but this reply you 
hold up to ridicule and say It le satisfac- 
tory to neither heaa nor hearf. Why is it 
not more truthful and more sensible to say 
that we don't know than to tell a l!e and 
say we do know, tor nothing is more certain 
than that anyone who says he knows where 
the dead are, is either a fool or a liar. 

You say John Calvin was a saint, but if 
heaven Is to be peopled w'^h cnch heartless 
murderers as this man Cslvfn. most decent 
people will very much prefer to go to hell. 
If this criminal Oslvin was simply mistaken* 
as you say, then wftiy d'dn't his god awaken 
him, and have him take a san? and sober 
view of condittons as they really existed? 
Here was a good opportunity for divine in* 
terference and also an opportunity to make 
good. But all the records of Christianity 
show that a uuman life Is va'u d at less 
than nothing by the gcd the Chris ians have 
mau«>. It is doubtful f enough principle 
could l:avt> Ixm u tound In John Calvin to 
nnike a dect nt code ot ethiCS for ihe aver* 
age professional burglar. 

When you tell us that It is the doctrine 
ot heli that is rapidly making !r<fldels, you 
C(mie dangerously ntar th" tull's eye. I 
s jy the doctrine of hell, together with the 
advance of civiliza ien. sclent Illc research 
ami jtrogress ve thought i)y most people. 
»dutation and the overcominj.!: of superstl- 
titM>. and more t! an all the others com- 
bined, t *• UKADlNt; OF THIO HIBLK. are 
wnat is .rapitily making intidi-ls. Cilve me 
a rt lii;ioii that is m»t t»«inini; w.iih moral 
lil'h. Iiatr. d. n> jiot risy. bUp» r>t it ien. slav» r' , 
both pliNsieal ami mental, pely^amy. all o 
wnieh ail' count tiuuu'cd l»y tlu" Christian 
K»»u. and nn n w ill rmbraet' it. I'ut our 
the miracles. the impossibilitirs ami the 
lies. Kaets havf in) ust- lor lit s. only 
mirai'les imm d lit s. '!'» ae : mt ii to Iiv»' 
deeply here ami m)w; to v,v\ • iuhikIi out of 
life h»Me. so that they will i iu dif tliirs;in%' 
for mori- to come. The ma-i who spnuls 
his life and cries to live it o\. r again. Is a 
bi^Ker baby than the child wno spends his 
P« nn> and wants to sp« mi It over again. 

Vou ti'Il us to >|M ti,i a'l of this lift" picpar^ 
lug fur the tuture lite, but reason tells us 
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that we shall live now and 1 » re and dral 
with all the many problems ol tiie jM-esent 
day. If we do this, in a jus; and hont st 
manner, who darr lo say thiit the futun- 
will not be alrlKhl? What matter about 
belief, eitht r political, rellKi* us or ofh r- 
wlse, 11 a man s daily lifr is full of good 
deeds. If he fights the 'atil<s of life, slay- 
ing the foe» of social vice political gralt 
and oppression, and lend.n-r a helping hand 
to the poor and needy, — who dare deny to 
Buch a man as peaceful rei)ose as ehall 
greet the flUth-beIlev:Dg byixjcrlte who 
■penda moat of hla time cheating his neigh- 
bora and robbing widows, and giving those 
wlio mtTe Hipped, a kick on* further aown 
toward the bumping poat of human degrad- 
ation, and tlie balaaoe of hla time in seldou 
•ehemlng, ayatematie robbenr, tax dodging 
for bis temples of supers ..^on, and prating 
of god 8 kindness and merejr. Haa god 
been in Italy and Spain during the pait 
few weeks? If he has, why didn't he at 
hast try to save his own templee and hla 
own dujies? Did the devil cause the earth- 
•luaKe.' If 1h' d;fi. was It In oi)i)08ltion tO 
(lod? I n uK inber you told us that the devil 
w(Kks in opi)osition to uod. and I think th.« 
(l« vil should be ashamed of liimsclf. Jl(,w- 
« v» r. judginK n< m what w»? read (jf tne 
actions ji both of them, sucfi calamities as 
the earih(iu-ikes, etc., would setm to ue 
inovi' c()m]i:)t,bic with the oharacter of god 

tlian t at of the devil. 

1 iiave always had a son of regard and 
awmirati<.n for th«' dt vil ever s nee I first 
r<ad what he told Adam and I vt wli. n god 
said they wc.uld sur. ly di,. u th<.y paricoK 
of I he fruit of the tree of kno\v|edi«e, in the 
day mat they ate the fruii. i' is shows 
tliatgod has ever betn a hater oi Kii jwb dg« 
from the start; he probab'y kiuw that 
knowledge would cause ^.m l • ' < n-.: of 
ois power; he couid thrv on i aiKe. 
but for knowledge he had no use. I'erbaps 
If he had been poaaease, w th a little 
knowledge, or even a litt'e good sense, . 
would not have been reooroed of hi:n that 
•the aun atooa atUI. ' •*the waters parted 
etc., etc. 

Did your god ever put fnod into the 
mcutha of tlie atarvmg? 

Did your god aver atop any oM best on 
murder? 

Tour god eouiit«'nanc«(l ii;c« sf, polyga.ny, 

muraer, alavery. and all cnm. s wiib- : eve n 
man today will not allow to g j unj»unishe.l. 

Waa it because god loved h s childr< n s:, 
much that ne drowned all but eight of 
them? Might there not havi been in all • 
the world Juat one or two good persons, 
one or two innocents, either human beings 
or otiiera. bealden Noah and his family? 
lan't it poaalble laat god overlooked one 
good peraon who waa unfortunate enough 
to be cutolde of Noah'a family? la it notll 
itranga that the only aoly onea aboold hnve| 



all been \u on family? 

Did god have a right to create only to de- 
stroy? If he gives me a brain, what right 
has ie to damn me if 1 us<' it? 

W hich is more reas(;nable; to say that 
g(Kl is man-made, or tnat man is god-made? 
Who i»aints the i)ictures i : beauty and 
grace? Who sings the swee* songs? Who 
plans I he great, hign bu. ..ngs. and who 
const ruds thrm? Who digs the ores Prom 
the bowels of the earth? Who aoes every- 
thing in the world? Does god? 

You say that no one and no thing is right 
but the Bible; that is the only infkllible. 
la it reaaonable to believe th^ a book aa 
filthy and emel as the Bible waa Inapired 
by any god worthy of wonHilp or •rm ra- 
apeetr 

To nae rtnaon ontalde of tba aeHptnrea 
would bo too maddllttg anu too prying! Thia 
Ui In line with other of yonr nttaranoaa. 

8o Jesus aavea the world throoi^ fklth, 
doea he? Doea he aavo all the world 
through faith of aome, or does he aave Juat 
part of the world through the faith of aome, 
or just how does that work cut? How can 
he "save the world" unless he saves it all? 
If faith in him ia necessary, he will not even 

Splendid Help 

Subscriptions Are Sent to New Names, 
but a Letter of Kxplanatlon Qeeo In 
I Aivanoa. A Oaai Plan. 

From time to time the Blade haa asked 
its frienda and aubacribera to aid It by 
sending In namea of otlier peraonal friends 
to whom aample aopies of the paper oonld 
be aent In an afort to aecora tliam aa pt^ 
manent aubaeribara. We have baaa In fkr- 
or of such a plan and we are ao atlU. 

One of the beat methooa of doing thia haa 
been auggovtcd to us by a oonmunleatlon 
fnm a trleo and trusted friend and the lot- 
t r 'B given that some of ovr raadara may 
m ike a similar effort. The plan la to flrat 
writ.' to the iKirson or persons whose names 
J! re >iui lo us. apprising them oi what you 
♦lave done, and at the same time couch tue 
I Uer In terms Honiewhat similar to the one 
g'ven b(dow. Then the pajxi is no sur- 
prise. It Is expected. 

l{oc(>nfIy we r»'r'»'iv»'(l the following b'tter, 
V hich will • .\i)lain itself. 

•\i:W YOKK CITY - Knclosed pb'ase 
tind clKck to cover yearly subscription. 
<ommt ncing with tli.' .huiuary LM. '()!) issue, 
to tic addr< ss<'s giv«'n. I encl(;se a copy 
of letter niuiled to » ach which explains. 
"Yours very truly, 

"C. AMORY STEVENS." 
(C«py af the Letter mailed la tilt ate 
addressed : ) 

"Among the many prims which come to 
.me, and but few of whicn I And time to 
Iread, I plcka« np today and flnlahad to data 



save a nrajor portion oi the world, for 
Christianity Is in the minority. When 
Christ died, had he faith in god, or were 
the words "My god, my goo, why has thou 
forsaken me?" those of a skeptic? On the 
cross Jesus was evidtntly brought to a full 
realization of the fact that he was the vic- 
tim of misplaced confidence in "faith." 

It the devil is working In opposition to 
god, why don't god kill him? In fact, the 
devil never ought to have been oreated. 
Who's U) blame for It? 

When you tell us tnat you are not afraid 
of anything in the Bible, you get the prize 
for being a brave man. But tell me, are 
you aahamed of angr of It,— ashamed to tall 
intaUlgant people that the Bible la the In- 
aplrad work of godt Ton nooapt the whole 
BlblOb wban In tho light of Mtk oantnry l» 
talllianot yon ought to know boCt«r. Wianld 
yon road any or aU of the Btbia to any 
Amarloan nndlaneat 

I win bo mora tkan gralaiil to yon lor 
answera to lueae qneatldna, but In olaalav, 
would like to aaa ono mora: la tfinfn any 
good reason w!hy the oknrahaa i||Oiili a^ 

cape taxation? 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

For The Bbde 

the serial article now running in the Bluf 
Grass Blade.— "Man's Origin and Destiny/' 
or as I would describe it, th? Wonders of 
Biology and the Facts of Evolution. Writ- 
ten intelligently and clearly, as the artlclee 
are by one who knows his subject and also 
given but weekly and not in too long i)art8, 
they Imjiressed me as well fitted for the lay 
r« ader. So I am proini)ted to present a 
years sul)scripti< >n beginning with the first 
(.Ian. L*l. llMC.n to some friends and ac- 
quaintances who may care to review the 
facts of Biology and Evolution. 

"I am not prompted to do so througli any 
desire U) change any one's religious vi«'ws. 
Religion and politics are governed l)y indi- 
vidual preferences, guided by education, 
circunistanc<'s and inheritance. Some hu- 
man minds find best supi)ort and guidance 
among the imaginative creeuu, following the 
Iradltlona of the past or Uie changing idols 
or individual longings of the pn sint; while 
others find themeelves stronger when fol- 
lowhig high reason, believing tnat civiliza- 
tion pro g r e aaa a beat undo its lead. All 
however, if bnt fkirly Intelligent, recognize 
the advantagea of good dtlaanahip and the 
highaat davatopnant of onr family— the 
nmnan apadaa. Bnralj.on anoh llnaa wa 
all oan raoaira and astand knowledge (tha 
bait Mt 0f the nnaan mind) with the 
aaaa graoe and Innoeanea that wa aoaapt 
and giro tha domm and Ihilta of Nntntn. ' 

Vary tnrty, 
'tX AMOBT BTWWa" 
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MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



Idea of Pji^ubo^^AjiLi:: God LMenable if We Api'ly 
Bbasov avd Looio. — Ths QoLbmti Ruub 

DlSOUMIS 

(By Dr. A. HaanuuL) 

But what about the higher regard of individual life and 
froedom ? We see that in all Kiiropeaii states, with the 
exception of Kussia and the Orient, personal lihcrty and 
dignity has greatly inereased. The peasant is no longer a 
slave, who could be robbed and maltreated oy the noble- 
man, at in the good old timet; the king hat no power over 
the life and property of his subjects (except as commander 
of the army) ; the soldier is treated as a human being; and 
last, hut not least, the cliuich is dcpriviMl of its civil powiT. 
It is true that even in Germany the church is not separated 
from the state, and the liberals are thus compelled to con- 
tribute to the maintenance of that detpited inalitution, but 
nobody is compelled any longer to attend service or to sub- 
mit to any of the religious rites. Marriage jnd l)aj)ti>m 
are civil acts, and no longer is the consent of the church 
rc^piired for a decent hiirial. People can tell their own 
opinion about the world without fear of being denounced 
by the clergy and tried in court for heresy and blasphemy. 
By divesting the ohuroh of itt civil power and according 
equal rights to all denominations, the state ha? practically 
admitted that they are worthless. As long a-; a religions 
devotee helieves his creed the oidy true one, he is dangerous, 
but as soon as he admits that other people have the same 
right that he has to form their own ideat about things, he 
beoomet harmlett, beoaute a creed confined to the believer 
can injure no one but the owner himself. This is personal 
liberty, the privilege of every man to form and express his 
own opinion without any reserve, and to act accordingly a:* 
long as ho does not interfere with the same right claimed 
by hit fellow-citizen. We find tho church always hostile to 
pertonal liberty and far from being the caute of liberty and 
progrets ; every concession in this respect has been wrenched 
from the church by force, hy those who li;id ThmmI thi in- 
selves from the fettt^rs in which religion holds the mind. 
There is no pcditical or social progress which has U'cn 
introduced by tho church, and there is none which has n it 
been oppoted by the church. As imi>ossible aj it is to de- 
tect any beneficial influence of Chrittianity in hittory, jutt 
as impossible is it to find any connection between it and 
the progress in our time. T wish one of tic so-called 
ministers of tho Lord, who deal in that article, would p)ii i 
out what mankind owes to religion. Tf thev claim that 
the tenets of the Christian, or any other religion, wem u x^ 
.ettary to maintain moralt and virtue^ they might km*w if 
th^ nm bonMl enoai^ to look for the trutliy that Miich a 



staleiiient is a [dain lie in the face of historical and i*on- 
tcmpurnncous facts. The heathen did not re-piire Christ- 
ianity to be virtuous hundreds of years before Christ, aud 
the infidelt do not require it nineteen hundred yeart aftar 
Christ 

Before we proceed to trace the original animal instincts 
in «'iir CMiiij.lcx -dcial n-hitinii-, it socms dcsi raMi^ to estah- 
lish some sort of moral standard. A comparison of the 
religious tenets and the natural eo<le of law will olaarly 
demonstrate the moral foundation of society. 

CHAPTER Vni, 

Natubal and Uhnatural, or Diviwe Modal Laws. — 

The F.m-sk and Tim i. in ( 'iiifisriAMTv.— LinERTY. 
— ( 'oNsc'iKNci: AS A M(»i:ai. Law. Volition. 

A mathematical rule is true when it can be ali^ayt ap- 
plied with the tame result, and so is a scientific theory if 

it applies to all oatet without except inn. In the conformity 
<)f the natural theory of descent with all the known facts 
and in its applicahilitv to all the hioloo-ii-il jtlienonu'na, 
without exception, we set» a continuation ot its trutli. 
We tind thousands of religions, and all of them have for a 
basis the same natural instincts, which proves the univer- 
sality of the cause and the falseness of every additional 
hrlicf for which tlicro exists no mati'rial suhstr.iTum. 

Uciiiiion represents a phase, a stage in the evolution of 
the human intellect in regard to his relations to nature. 
Out of the fetich of the savage grew the Christian God. 
The god of a people is always the true image of its charac- 
ter, only intensified in its vile features. The hlood-thirsty 
barbarians have i»<»ds rejoieinii- in human sacrifice; tlie 
tiendi-h Cliri-tians liad n u-'d who didiiihted in eternal 
hurniiiii- and torturing. The Christians of today hav(» a 
god according to their intellect Among the ignorant 
Catholics ho is still the same monster at at tho time of the 
Inquisition; amonix the educated classes he has improved 
somewhat. the fact is the same with all, — they dO 

not know any thing ahout thidr uod ; they sininlv use that 
name t'or the unknown natural forces l»i'y»»n<l human i*(»n- 
ception; hut instead of honestly admitting tho limitations 
of our intellect, they vest the siddiims incomprehensible 
powers in the low mortal clay and endow them with vulgar 
human passions. And this ^ss material mockery they 
call divine, spiritual wor-liij>. The imputatioit of tlu» hu- 
man ilcsigu an»l purpose in the immutahle, cN rnal actiju 
of the iniiversal f<u-c(^, is the great lie of ri'ligi»)n. If a 
theist, who pretends to believe in a god he di'es not know, 
daimt there mutt be tuch a perton to create the world, we 
oan antwer: Then there mutt have been tome one eltey a 
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prior power, to create the trod. IJiit iro<l is ( ternal, — wliy 
n<»t tell rile truth and >av, nature i> eternal ( We kin»\v 
onlv this one cause,- -Nature, -and nothinm Itevoiid, hel'ore 
or after. 

\V© fouutl U8 the bttsitt of uU religions, fear — fear of 
the unknown elements in nature. This fear lK»caine nseful 

in the stni-iiile <d' existence fur -nine, and det .Mniental for 
other>. Those posse»in^' ;:reater mental '-niiraiie took 
ad\ aiita;:c of the \v<*aker minded, made them sn*)je<'t to their 
interest, and liveil bu tlie fruit of their lahor. From time 
to time an attempt was made hy some people to throw off 
this yoke, hut for a long time these endeavors were unsuc- 
cessful, and tlie oripinntors worv meroilesslv porsocutwl 
l>v tho-c wlm-c material iniei-e-l \\a> in danger and l»v 
thoM- \vliM-r t'anatici>m and i^iiorancf- njiheld tlu* church. 
At last the ojtpnsition was stron«r enon«ih t<» break the power 
of the ehureh and seeure liberty of thought, we enjoy it 
now. There is no more compulsion for the Innly to wor- 
>hi|> a mon-ier or idol; tlie mind conld never he eom|)elled. 
( oin ictioh Itv f<.i-<-e is ini|»o>sihle ; the mind oid v vields to 
the iii'e-i-iil.jc loiiic of faci<. Ihit we <'au avoi<l seein«i the 
faelti and drawing the inevitable conclusions, an«l this is 
exactly what the devotees of religion do. Those who 
live on religion do not wish to supplant it hy. reason from 
l»urely material, selfish motives, nn<I those who sn]>port the 
clinrch do it al-o from cl;. .t i-t ir m. ii\ ('<, ho|H' of reward 
and fear of puiii.shnu'ni. Their faith is a si^iiu of moral 
oowardice. Today it is entirely a (piestion of mental 
courage; a strong minded jterstm will investigate the facts 
without prejudice; a foohlo mind will tromhlo nt the mere 
nann* of ;iod and -hriid< liaek fi*<.ni the -inlif of ihc ti'nih. 

The idea of a |ter-<'nal nod who, governs the .*ate of nnin, 
is untenable if we aj)]dy a little logic reasoning. Accord- 
ing to the Christian doctrine, men are not M'hat god in- 
tended them to be, notwithstanding that he wa^ almiglity, 
all kniiwin<i-, etc.; wln-n he ereate«l them, kn"\v that they 
woidd he had; had the |»owei- lo make tli<'m heiier and did 
not do it. If a man aet4'd in -m-h a maiin^ !•, even the 
Christians would call him an idiot. Hut they say, man 
has a free will, which is another absurdity, because if such 
a god gave man his soul, it was ready made and he baa no 
free will. 

It was stat< d al»o\c that reli;.'ion consists of j»rec<'pts re- 
ferring to god, and others referring to man, and it is evi- 
dent that with the denial of the existence of a human god, 
we do away with all ohliL'at ions towards him. Wo abandon 
the idea ai' sin alto«;-ether and rocoprnize only duties apiinst 
our felhiw creatnre>, men and aniniaN, and riidit- for oni* 
selves. The Christian (hn'triue of vicarious jtonement is 
80 Utterly abaurd and idiotic, that I fail to coni|>reh< nd 
how a fierson with sound sense can believe such trasli. 
To imn^rine that a beinp, such as the Christian man-jrod U 
rei>i'e>enied, -honid deliver the only perfect man that ever 
e\i^ted un earth to a ciik 1 death for the misdeeds of others, 
which were all his own fault, heeau-e he nuide them so, is 
disgustingi uimatural and stupid. The crosa is a tit 



emblem of Christianity, — the symbol of cruelty and in* 

justice. , 

Another tenet of the Christian religion is likewise nntnio 
an<l against human uatni*e, the connnaud : **Love thy enemy 
and do good to Uiose who hate thee.'' How th( Christians 
loved not only their en(»nii(»8, but also the friends of man- 
kind with tire and >\vor(l, we learned from hi-tory. llow 
the\ lo\(' ihem ttMlay, we >ee on the hattle ti(dd> and in the 
courts, wlu're even priests invoke the arhitralion of tlie 
worldly tribunals to adjust quarrels and dissensions within 
the church, provided some material value is involved. And 
these are the people ]>r(^tcnding to follow Christ's teach- 
inp^. If a nnm claims to love bis eaemy, we may safely 
|Mit him down aa a liar, bypoerite, or. idiot, or all three 
together. 

After stripping the Christian religion from these im- 

Ix^ ile^ false dogmas, nothing remains but the natural social 

laws, which were adopte<l from nature by the founder of 
Christendom, not di-eovered ami inirodne.d into the 
world by hini. Since we do not loiter Udieve in a per- 
sonal god| fear neither bell nor hope fur reward in heaven, 
we can devote our Mitire attention to life on earth. To 
enjoy our brief existence as much as possible, is the sold 
rational ohject, of life^ and aecordiniily we call everything 
^ood which contrihntes to our happiness, and everything 
l»a<l which is detrimental to it. I>ut in order to enjoy 
life, we must strictly obey the natural laws of society, for 
every violation must be followed by evil oonsequenoes for 
some one, — the pers<»n who commits the deed, or the one 
whom it affects materially. A general moral standard wo 
ohtain ea>ily enough, a- Darwin has point<'(l out already, 
bv observing the old sinijde rule: ''Do iin/u ii>nr ncK/lihor 
08 you want your nclijlibor to do unlo ijoti." The siinjde 
question: .*'Whai would be the result if everybody acta 
Oft T do?" solves any doubt about the moral value of an 
action. .\n action may have a h<'nelieial oi* ininri»us 
etl'eci upon onr neighbor, nuiy he good or had. m' may ho 
inditferent, if ilu* etlect falls back upon the aeiinii pers.in 
alone. We can do wrong only to our fellow t^reatui-es, 
and though an action may bo unreasonable if it injures the 
person who perpetrates it, it cannot be wrong if it d<>es not 
afTe< t anybody else. Tt is a privilege <»f persoinil libc^rty 
to aet as foolish as (.ne pleasr^, provided it d(tes not hurt 
his neighbor. The m<u*e tin; pe<>ple learn to comprehend 
their duties against each other, the less laws will he n<KMle(l 
and the more will they lie purged of such acts which have 
their oriprin in imaginary, unreal necessity. Tn old times z^- 
the law> iiiterf<red even with the domestic details of n 
man'- life and, strange to say, in this country, which has 
always the name of liberty on its tongues cml, more of these 
bigoted, tyrannical laws have survived tlian in the old 
country. We notice everywhere that the fanatical ele- 
ment^ make a strong effort to compel people differing from 
them in n ligions views, t/) celebrate the Simday in a man- 
ner which they thiid< lit. If they would simply apply the 
(Contiuued ou Pu^ 12.) 
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Puriiicafion oi Canal Dover 



What th« servants of tha Lord and tha 
Wof«lilppara of Mammon Ara Doing 
ta MM Result of tha Waa a M 
Dabata. 

(By J. H. Hochstetler.) 
Awful, lan't It the amount of tun the lord 
had in that earthquake in Italy? 

With one blow of his mighty flat he sent 
lots of people into otornity without due no- 
tice, riut that wjis the lord's buateaat,— 
he knew what he was doins 

The shaking; up those Italians K"t is a 
very small matter in cumparison with the 
scare the Holy See had when he took im 
acrobatic tumble out of his Holy Bed into 
his Holy Socks and held a Holy Conversa- 
tion with his Holy Shadow, and aom hiK 
deductions to America as the unadulterate<l 
Holy l^w. guaranteed under the pure food 
laws f Uncle Sam. 

This Holy Bosh consists of a divinpe order 
from the Holy See to the Americans, telling 
the Amerioana when it is permissible for 
ttiam to aat maat, agga, ate., and alao whan 
thay ara not pannittad to aat at all. 

I praanma that tha eout waa partly to 
blama for thli Holy Vlaion hy tha Holy See 
aa wall aa that Holy Barthquaka. It is 
now np to tha priaat to put thla Holy Order 
Into opaitttlon to oar firaa Anarlan. 

AMordhMT to tha papara» on aoooant of 
thla haiac *'Aah Wadaaaday. " thara wlU ha 
a hoeM poena, topay tnnry, praato ahanga 
pardonBaaea at Canal Dorar, O. What is 
WNBt aft Oanal OoTar? DM H hava an 
earthquake? Stridently it haa had a Jolt 
of some kind, as the priests, seemlacly are 
putting the city through a cleaning prooaas. 

Wonder if Mr. Charlesworth is not partly 
to blame for this mental dilemma, whicn 
causes the clergy so much worry and work, 
t<> overcome thiH (Commotion? Too bad! 
.lust , when the preachers had everything 
sailing nice ajid smooth, all in theiir favor, 
with their bancpiets and free-will offerings, 
all Chey could hope ior— in strps Satan in 
the person of Mr. Charlesworth and makes 
an awful mess. Some of the noisiest ones 
were called elwwhere. by the lord, when 
the picture of C'harleswor' »v appt'ared in 
the daily papeu-s. 

But to get back to these Holv Maneuvers 
I see by the dally papers nat this Wednes- 
day moniing. also this evening, the ashes 
of Canal Dorer will be blessel and distrib- 
uted. What beneflt Dover will derive 
from theae blesaed ashes the paper does 
not any, but i auppoae that, with plenty ot 
aad a faw omoaa af hlaoaad 



ona ean do wondan ^ r a m ora monntataia, 
ward off tho doTll, evra all manner of alok- 
naao. Wonder If tt will enre lumhafof If 
It doaa» I oonld naa noma, aa I took an aoro- 
hatle tumble out of ortihodoxy into Free- 
thought aeveral years ago. and have been 
bothered with back-ache ever since. Aa 
my faith is very weak and would be a hin- 
drance rather than a help, 1 would have to 
have about 13 tona oC'aahaa to hring ahont 
a permanent cure. 

I presume every doctor in Canal Dover 
can now take a long vacation; undoubtedly 
soma will ba obllgad to ahanga thalr kMa> 



tlon, while others would probably prefer to 
foltow the evangellat that mnda a aafa run 
from Canal Dover to Detroit on a "foal* 
atrika. 

Wonderful what faith and aahaa ean uo 
whan mixed right! Caator on will ha naa- 
laaa, only on tha caivlaga; Bpaom aalta will 
be of no banallt axeapt for flnoatanhig on 
tha Fope'a wadding eake; Dr. Plaroa'a Fa- 
vorite Praaerlptkm will be no mora; Lydla 
B. Ptnkham'a Celery Compound will Ua In 
ita grave,— all waiting for GabHal to blow 
the bugle and bring about thatar raaurrao> 
tion. 

If our suppositions are correct as to the 
merits of these blessed ashes, then all med- 
icines will be entirely usiless. as this little 
ma^ic with its divine powers will cure all 
diseases, all affllctkma,— everything axeapt 
superst'tion. 

8tlllw|itar, OMo. 



iftfc ^^^.^^^ .j^^ .j^^ .a^^ j^M. ^^j^ .^.e^ 




(By The ("lu4»laiu.) 



I 



See the "I" uinm the cross. — for Imiorance . stands. 
The mental light of people here and thtre in other lands 
la quickly known by their belief in Mary's gho'^t boru sou; 
No light ean penetrate thoaa mlmla, no fraadom avar woa. 



Obaarva the "H" upon tha croaa.— Hypocrlay is 
Hypocrlay In olario man around ua everywhere: 
Knowing Uair ereeda ara all a lia. thay take the ptaatlemind 
And eraelfy UU age maturaa a ateva that'a mantal blind. 



Tha ooneludea the lattarad eroaa— tia Supwtltkm dark. 
Blind faith hi things that are all unseen, a future haavanly 

lark: 

With aogala aver bright and fair up near a great white throne 
Whara god— a phantom of tha mind— hot aira aa Judge akma. 

Ban Franelaoo. Cal. 
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TU£ MAN AND TEE WOKLD. 



'One life ruiuod. Thid aooount sugr be iK[uared by giving 

me a deccut grave." 

bo wrote Ldward Mellau, who killed iiiiiiself in a Cleve- 
iB pH lodging house, let't for liia fellows to read aud under- 
stand as beiiig Lis aooount against tbe world and expecting 
ihai iLt wurM \vuul<l bciile this account in the manner hi' 
had iinliriiii'l. li wa^ in the loriii of a bill and hia claim 
was that tlie world owed lliia lo hiiii. 

The question whether or not the world owes or does not 
owe every man a living is being made a favorite subject of 
debate. This supposed indebtedness of the world to a man 
hafii not often been reduced to such specific terms, but many 
a man lias expericiKHMl llic ict lin;:, at .-(iiiit- liiiic thai In 
failure was the world's fault and not lii^ own. K(Miucin^' 
this theory to the realms of theological ^pecidation, it is a 
serious slam upon the justice of the almighty. The worhl 
is natural, the result of the inevitifble law of gro^tf, 
tlion;^li unfair and unjust conditions creep upon ^^jcitey by 
n a>on of tlie [M-rversity an<l greed of individual.^. Ver. 
tlii^ docs not jn:^lify llj(i notion tiiat if nm- man jtrnvcs a 
fuilurCi the world somehow, somewlu rt; and in .sojne way, 
ought to l>e eoinpidled lo pay for its calLni- in liiforenoe to 
liis personal welfare. It is a well known fact that some men 
spend a great deal of time pondering upon the question 
whether or aot life be eetiiaUy worth the living. While 



sueh a one is thus absorbed, another man is so busy living 
that he dt>es not take time to even think of the question, 
it is not the world's workerS| as a rule, the men who carry 
forward the world's business, who indulge in speculations 
as i.» the extent nf ilic world's indebtedness to them. It 
i> the class who indulge in se<lulous siKiculations, endless 
day-drc-amin^% who imagines the world owea him moeh and 
that he owes the world nothiiiiT. 

Such is the reasoning of the priesthood and ihe privi- 
leged, idle class. No one can deny that, if a man has some* 
thing to sell that has a true market value, the world will 
buy it from him and j)av him for it. This wonhl be a pei' 
lecily fair and straight transaction. A'o man inu>, inia_nin< 
that he can e.\i>t in a community and that every eonsidera 
tion entering into the contract passes from the community 
to him with nothing coming from him to the community. 
It is a safe presumption that the world owea uo man any- 
thing until that man has earned it Equal consideratioti.^ 
mn>t exi-t. Were the c«»nditions otherwise, there coidd be 
no justice, in his own private allairs, a man wonhl not 
think of purchasing an unnecessary article and he must 
accord to the race, collectively, similar privileges and rights. 
Sheer necessity Hiay justify charity, but when charity is 
relied upon as a buaincia propoaition, failure ia almoat 
l»(jund to ensue. 

lui'i'v kiioun ivdiiiioiis system works ujxju the hspothesis 
oli'ered by the unfortunate human who has l*urni>hed tho 
text for this arti(de. They are all askin-,', be<;ging^ plead- 
ing and praying for something from the people, but they 
have nothing to bffer as an inducement save a bundle of 
;jlitterini:' pi-oini-es incapable of fulfilment. The value of 
religion ean only be otimated upon what it does, not U|)on 
what it ju'oinises to do. So it must Ik? with men. If a 
man wishes to be a success, and that means beini; useful, 
he must work for it Praying will not help, lie must 
render an equivalent to society for that which' ho expects 
society to do towards him. If the world does owe everv 
man a livinii', then it is an evident fact that every man owej 
to I lie worhl the W(ii-.-hij» of work. Every man mu.t realize 
that Ik.' ouitht not to expect that he oan dam hia bread in 
the sweat of another's brow. 

Siipix>se that in the case referred to, there was one lifn 
ruined, — who ruined it 9 Is there no such thing as se|f' 
destruction ? Ia the world of men and women to be 
blamed r<.i- nnc failure ^ What assu ranee can be uivj ii that 
this "life ruine<i" was not due to the fault of i\> owner?. 
Are we justified in blaming the world. fpr. our own short- 
comings ? True^ ind(^^,the lives of many men have \mm 
blasted and blighted by the trickery and deception of otbier 
men, but unless the world at lar^ic condones an<l concurs in 
the olft'iise, we may blame the indi\i<lual, but th(» world 
itscdf is not at fault. 

The trouble is that the hnman mind has lu^en perverted 
and prevented from stn<lyin:r iiinl knowing the true relation- 
ship of man to man by ))riostcraft aud privilege, and these 
elements must be destroyed if we would prevent the ruin, 
of other litis. 
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THE FALSE AND TKUE l.N EDUCATION. 



The only real value of education is that it prepares the 
student for his proper contact, in future yean, with the 

natural laws which govern men ami thin-;-, and enilblet him 
to better umlerslaiid them and ohev llicni. 

Any systeni of eduoatiun that falls short m1" this principle 
it seriously and, aometimeS) luischievously defective, and 
in thia lies the principal faults and mistakes of the Christ- 
ian, or roligioui syitemai These systems lio not pretend 
to fit men and women to grapple with things as they are, 
as they an^ hound to find and nicct with tlieni, hut the 
religions mind is trained to direct its fancy to an iniairinary 
something sui)i)Osed to be above and superior to natural law. 
and to go tlirough life in a haze of speeuhitiou and ni\>terv. 
The truly great and successful men, and women are those 
who have learned the practical lessons of life in the hard 
school of necessitous thought, unmoved, unshackled by 
religi(»us thought and fear. 

Kacii method of instruction slmuM ha\e hut one end, one 
aim (»ne purpox-, namely, an ant ici j.at Ion of and a prep- 
aration for that broader and greater education to he fotnul 
in the great school of nature. In no other way can Immaniiy 
be taught how best to escape those evils which come in the 
shape of punishments for a disobedience to natural law. 
Man must he in harmony with Nature. Man must nuike th" 
best of Nature, and then Nature will <lo her best for him. 
This is natural philosophy in actual practice. The most 
ardent believer only desires a god that he can use him to 
his own benefit and advantage, and when the believer finds 
out that there is no god to thus employed, \w has no fur- 
ther use for him, and is willing to discord all hi< ])roviously 
fonne<l beliefs. Even in this an experience is neeessary. 
When prayers of propitiation fail and |)rayers of prai>e an- 
givrfii unheeded and unheard, a nattiral and resentful d<uih! 
takes the place of belief, and the mind inevitably tuins away 
from the gods. The supernatural is no more and only the 
natural remains. 

Prof. Huxley once said, in an address to the working mou 
(»f London: "Teach a man to rca«l and writi' and \ou liaxc 
put into his hands the great keys of the wis<lom ho\." It 
is (.ne thing, however, to have personal iM»ssi'ssioii nf ih.- 
keys to such an inestimable treasure, and quite u dilfereut 
thing to use them for the purpose of opening the box. So 
it is with Nature. . Her boundless treasures, her munifieont 
beneficence, lie before us for our use, but they are neglected, 
ignored, and si»metimes derided for the sake of a l'o.1 that 
diK's not and cannot exir^t,- so it is that additional ( mpliasi. 
is given the faet, that all religious education is h.-th faUe 
and mischievous, taking man from the real and leaving him 
that only which is unreal. And these, aye, these unreal 
things, be y(Mir gods, oh, Israel, the stones upon which you 
olTer to feed those whom you are bound by huuum ties to 
feed with broad. 

In on(» of his essays, Descai'tes submitted a proposition 
that the body of a living nuiu is a nuichino, "tiu' actions of 
which are explicable by the known laws of matter and 



motion," aud this is unquestionably true. l>ut it is .1 
machine in the nature of an army, not a small piece of mech- 
anism. Huxley elaborated on this issue and asserted, in 
his article <m "The Biological Sciences,'' that '*each cell is 
a soldier, an organ a brigade, the central nervous system 
headquarters and field telegraph, the alimentary and circu- 
latiui; M\-tem the commi>>ariat. Los.-es are made good by 
recruits born in canq), and the life of an individual is a 
eampaign, conducted ^ucce^sfully for a number of years, 
but with certain defeat in the long run." 

How truthfully and grandiloquently is this stated ! el ust 
as the success of au army de^iends upon the strength and 
stability of each eomponeni part, each individual soldier and 
recruit, s(» the .^ucce^s and con>e(pient happines-, with ca- 
pacity for eujoyment, depends upon the health, activity and 
capacity for union of each inilividual cell, tin- free ui«»ve- 
ments of the organs, a capable headquarters, aud a well- 
equipped commissary. Keligion is far from and incapabb^ 
of producing such results. It must follow, then, that less 
religion should be taught humanity and the race given only 
that practical i-ducalion that is best calculated tO bring into 
notice the operation of natural law. 

ABOUT THE TKEACHEKS. 



It has been said that those whom the gods right dearly 
love are apt to die in their swaddling clothes, whiolu if true, 
puis a mark of olivine condi uiiuitiou upon the paid iidvoiMte- 
of goilism, for the majority of these wax rich and fat, live iu 
opidence and plenty, and are noted for a rather remarkable 
longevity. 

Preaching god and Christ and bible requires so little of 
effort, so little exertion, labor or skill, that the bodily tiisue 

of the preachers begins to waste at a later stage in life than 
with laborers, and the lif»' of tht» average preacher is oi" 
longer duration than m<»-t of his feUows. As an example, 
take the great ages attaiui'«l by the later popes, cardinals, 
biahops and the clerical profession generally. Compare 
this with the life of the average laborer, or the busy middle 
t lass, and a \ ast difference is apparent. Hence, if the gooil 
die young, what can be said of the preacher? It Is eortain 
that they are n(»ne too gootl for this i:ro«s earth or the angid- 
Would steal them aud leave us io s[>ill a seahliug sob over 
the evidences of their mortality. 

It is customary to make an epioedium an eulogy, and if 
all the preachers would either quit preaching, or die, the 
Hlade woidd be pleased to lay a few Kentucky field flowers 
ujMHi their theological sarcophagus, but as the nuii«uMty of 
funeral <»ralions and epitaphs are usually t'al>ehoods, we 
prefer >ticking to facts whether we deal with the quick or 
the di ad. Kecent ( \|>erienca8 with preachers have proven 
exceedingly beneficial. 

The poj)nlar sup])osition is that men can elevate them- 
s(d\i's i»» po>itions of Icadci's because of and throuiili an in- 
herent, indi\ i«lual uu*rit. So far as orthodoxy is comvrne*!, 
this is an egregious error. Too frecpieutly the least de- 
serving are placed in command. Church congregations have 
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a remarkable habit of looking at and (loiii<i tliini;- 

the wrong way. They may not be always to blauie, but iii 
the majority of such caaet they are. Take any average 
oommunity of average men and women, the cUuwes and 

professions being fairly well represented, and with few 

»-\(Tj)ti(»ii-. llu* i)ri'acli('i"> jirc \\iv l('a>t thoii^ilit of, (he k'a-; 
iT>|>ec'le»l ol' all. 1 iiordinale aii<l base iiiiiratitiule 

apju-ai- tMo lr(M|iirnil\ a- ihcir i:ivai(-t aii<l \iin>\ proiiiiuent 
characteristics. Deny Jesus and god if you will, and nine 
preachers out of ten will wink the other eye, but merely 
insinuate that the majority of tliem ought to go and braid 
their ears and they will organize a boycott on you simply 
h('can>e ihcy dan- ii(»t criicil'N . I'iiljdt paiie^vrics iiw 
now but a dixased emotionalism posing as a JSuccotb- 
iieuoth Im] bankrupt oongr^tioM and impeounioui aer 
vants of the lord. 



NATURAL EQUALITY AND GOD. 



The .statement in our I )('(daration of In<h.'|M'ndenoe and 
embodied in our Federal Constitution, that all men are 
bom with equal rights, is presumed to be applicable to 

natural resonrces, and to so say is to state a ^^ene;'al truth. 
Jt is nmeh like sayin<i: that water is wet. iiut whether all 
nien can n allv cnjov tlicir (Mpial righti tO natural retources 
is a horse of iiiiile different color. 

We do not, as a nation, recognize god in our oonstitution, 
nor can we safely reoognixe god in our politico-eoonomical 
syBtems. Take Uie assertion that god is all-wise, follow it 
with another that god made man, and we arc c(.nfn>nt<' I 
with the antfthesis of a paradox, apparently true, really 
ab>nrd. ( 'arry the su^noiiMn into the; ticM of rconomi";-} 
and from the prcniixs, rec(j^iii/iii^r- ii,.,n as a land aninnii, 
it must follow that whatsoever abridges man's natural and 
free aoeeM to the land is not only an abrogation of his 
natural rights, but an insult to Omniscience. But, if 
theojo^ry be true, the same all-wi>e <»(>d nia<le the tii»cr. It, 
too, i- a hind animal. It is also a <-arnivorons animal, and 
t'M|l.,\vinu: tin- -aiiic line- ol" ariiiiment from the oriiiinal 
])remises, the tip i* lia> a natural and inalienable right to 
the free a<*cess to the land and to kill and devour anything 

in sight from a jack-rabbit to a Methodist camp-meeting 
exhorter. 

Self-|>re-('rvation i> the lir-t and fnndamental law of all 
thin<is that live, I'rom a molecule lh»ating in a suid>eam to 
<Mvili/.e(l nicn and to nations m(*n. God must liaNc 
made the ti;rer a Hesh-eating animal. God must have given 
the tijLTcr talons and teeth, stnai^th and H\ieed, with which 
it might overtake, capture, kill smd eat its prey. Standing 
alone, unaided, man is utterly la lplos and powerless 
ai:ain>t the tinvr. Only by i-ca-ou of jii< abiliiv to invcn; 
and u-c weapon- af oll'ense and dcl'cn>e ha> man b«'cn ab|.' 
to <iver<'om(» tiie ti.i»"er. ^'et, both arc «:<m| made. What 
right, under the god theory, has either one to kill the 
other? Imagine one of these god creatures killing and eat- 
ing the other. Imagine a Roosevelt, without any cause or 
provocation, lave a longing and a desire for brutal sport, 



si)ending hundreds of thousand! of dollars wrung from the 

pot»kcts of American ]a]K)r, ii])on an ex]KMlition to Africa 
for no other purpose than to hunt and kill, U* gh»rv in the 
death-agony, the butchery of some animal which his go«l 
made to inhabit tlie earth and repro<lnce his kin<l. 

Ah, indeed, this religious business is a peculiar propo- 
sition when we thoroughly analyze it Those who drive 
by adv(M'atin«r it are as valuable to society as a erackeil 
cymbal at a ten cent circus, and about as necessary. 



From the columns of the London Freethinker we learn 
that ndi^rious bi«rots on the Camborwell Town Council have 
cxchided that journal from the tables of the tVrc publiiS 
library, and a storm of protest is now bein^^ ma<lc a<;ainst 
the act of exclusion. U\ the time the bigots <ivt through 
with Editor Foote and his able associates they will know 
they have been up against the real article. Editor Foota 
is a stuhbom and persistent flutter for right and truth. 
« « « « 

Well done, California! When the blind goddess counts 
up the names of those illustrious Americans who have bat- 
tled nobly under banner, the men and women of Cali- 
fornia who have wrou^t the defeat of the Sunday law 

advocates by a decisive majority of 2 to 1, will head tho 
li-l. It is a reiiretable fact tliat but few liberals took an 
active part in the li^ht while the brunt was borne by the 
Seventh Day Adventists. We nuiy ext4 nd con^^ratulationj 
to California, however, in that liberty still finds a home 
upon her soil 

* * # # ^ 
EDITOWAL POTPOUBI. \ 



The privilege of defending our own ri|^ts obligates uk W 
respect the like rights of others. 

« • # 

The niade extends a hearty and conlial widcom • to May 
iieals-lloll'pauir and her husband, K. J. Jieals-Ilolipauir, on 
its list of contributors. Their dialect stories are both refresh- 
ing and entertaining, admirably written, and always make a 
point strong enou^ to puncture the tires of the orthodox 
band wafon. 

• • • 

Soiuc of the I>lade's correspondents su^^^cst that W(^ are a 

trith' t<H) harsh upon the superstitious iiod bclii vcrs, but we 

cannot regale such a monstrous inijK)siti4»n with the oil of 

Smyrna and honey of Hymettus. We believe in the ampk 

law bf just compensation. 

« * # 

()i'thodoxy in voguo would mean universal anarchy where- 
in < \ ( ly man would be an Ishmael, oonsidering only his mis- 
erable soul. 

• • « 

The consistent Christian must Indieve all there is of re- 
ligion without even being able to comprehend it 
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Universal life and action make fur progress*. Lay the 
w imls, still the ti<le8, and old ooeaily that perennial funnt A 
hoaitlii becomes but a stagnant pool of putrefaction. 
Christianity, at best a malodorous mother of dead dogs, 
\VMiij«l pnxliice iini\'ersal stagnation, save that it has long 

siin-e hccn «l('[)rive(l of that power. 

* * * 

The ''tioul of man" has never yet been able to learn a 
language. 

* * # 

Aeeordinf^ to recent n»'W>p;i per n'[»orts, Prof. Ernst 
llaeckel, as In>inu't<'r at llu- riiivcr^ily .Icii;i, was m 
phi^iie-spot to the "-ainled lheulo<'ians of Ijerlin, \vla» sought 
to iiave liini removed. It is said that only because he really 
believed what he wrote and taught, were his enemies unable 
to dislodge him. The story goes that a prominent theolo- 
gian asked Prince Karl Alexander to demand the resignation 
of llaeckel. The theologian said : 

*'lr is terrihlc to think that a iiiaii with his godless opin 
ions teaches in one of oiir universities/' 

Do you think that he actually believes the things which 
ho writes in his books tf'^ 

"That fs just the trouble; ho believes them with all \iU 
heart an<l sonl." 

"In that case," came the answer, *1ie is only doing in his 
own way what you are doing in your way. Let him stay 

where he is." 

« * « 

Our fathers who were too proud to even borrow have left 

a numerous proi;vny that is not Ashamed to beg. 

* * * 

Fliglish SiM'ialists have ori^^iiiatcd an allnrk the 

c>taMishc<l church in the domain <»t* il< pi-ayt r 1 k. Th;- 

Church of Kn^iand, an<l its American representative, the 
Episcopal Church, never pray from the heart. Its priests 
alwaVs pray from a hook. At each and every service 
jM'ayers are given hv rote. ^lany years ago. <lnring th*^ 
reign of Mdwai'tl \'l., llie pi-iinale Miiulaiitl, A i'ehlti-h« 'p 
( 'I'anmer, wrote and had inxTtrd in llie eaial<'iine nt* -jmc 
ially |>rcpared prayers, an ai)peal i<> (lie hind nwnei-. j(.iii< 1 
with a Hupplication to the lord, that the latter i!!ight soften 
the hearts of the former and subjectively influence them 
to refrain from ^^joining house to house and coupling land 
to land to tho im|H)vori»hniont of others." For stmio 
reason this prayer wa-^ <'Iiiiiinaled after ('I'amner'- death, 
hut the Soi'ialists, it is -aid, will iudiavor to compel a eon- 
vooation of the ohurch to have the ))rayer restored. 

A careful study of the tiew Testament will show that 

Jesns did not foninl any new faith, but that he lived and 

die(l in the faith (►f his fathers, and that it would bo im- 

possil»|e to follow the dil'eetinn-^ he i-> -Uppnsed to haVC 

given in religions matter-, without heeoniinii' a dew. 

•:<• -x- •;<■ 

Civilization is daily advancing, and Atheism is rapidly 
beo<miing more general. This is an argument against the 
fallaoiei of religion. 



# • « 

Kre long even the church will \>v forci d to admit the fact 

that no man or woman becomes an Atheist from choice. 
» « « 

The fact that some men seem to desire a personal Im- 
mortality affords no proof that all were not bom to perish. 

Death is the penally of life. 

# « » 

Being denied his motion for a new trial, KN v. V X. 
.Boyd, a minister of the United liretliren church, U Gore, 
Ohio, is now serving a sentence of six years in the Ohio 
l)enitentiary for immoral conduct with Pearl Sontcrs, a 
fourteen-year-old girl. The priestly crime in evi'lcnci* again 

and a clear proof of saintship. 

# » * 

Declaring that the world was comim; to an ei.-! -n \ i!iat 
he was acting under special advice from god, Auiiur 
Trotter, of New York, took an axe and a knife and Ijeheaded 
his aged mother. Such are the sveet and tender inlluences 
of religion. Trotter was held fo be insanr, .is it Christi- 
anity could escape under such an excuse. 

# « « 

Dr. AUioH Klli>, president of the Ohio University, in a 
reoent address upon the subject of taxation, is quoted a? 
saying: Not a churchman in Ohio pays honest taxes or 

return^ his property for taxation honestly." Fr -iii this 
it woidd api>ear that Ohio church people are prone to cheat 
both god and man. 

# •}«• * 

History appears to be repeating itself.. Church rule has 
been tried and is found wanting, weak, vacillating and in- 
efficient. The church people succeeded in electing a Mayor 

of W'irliita, l\aii>a>, hnt lii< administration In- proM-n 
^ncli a taree, -nidi a co>tIy < \pt'rinu'nt, that excn the women 
an- >aid In he an.\ion> to ri'conl their votes against him. 

The decline in the number of students for the ministry 
is again causing alarm among all branches of the church. 
Statistics that have been gathered by II. D. Williams, of 
l»o.-^ton, >how ninety per cent. (»f the farmers come from 
farming t'amilie>; (d* lawyer^ H) per cent.; iloctors per 
cent.; hankers I'J per cent.; ministers only |>er e«nt. Ii 
is aUo a note\\<»rihy t'act that ministi'rs' son> do not, a- 
a rule, follow the profession of their father. A world of 
argument is here. 

* x- -x- * 

1 )r. W'a-hington Clladden, of C'olimihus, Ohio, .lu- of the 
leaders in the Baptist thiiicli, in a recent diMour-e to 
Baptists in Boston, urged his hearers to abandon ** their 
controversies about creed and ceremony" and advised them 
to '^concent rate their thondit upon ^-etting the uidden rule 
estahli-lied a-' the law of neighhor life." It woidd apjuar 
that aiiMiher contro\ersy woidd spring np of e»pial inten 
sity ahoiit the i^ojdi n rnle itself so that the later suggi'stion 
dastroys the utility (d' the former. When any denomination 
of the Christian church gives np wrangling over creed and 
ceremony it will be because it is too weak and inconse- 
quential to enforce iti r^gulatioiii. 
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Man's Origin and Destiny 



(Continued from Page (i.) 
rule of ivfiju'n'itv, tliry iiiiir>t know that they have a^) 
little right to interfere with the hilief of their neighbors, 
as these have to dictate the use they shall mai;e of rheir 
time. But these fanatiot follow the same practice w: tiie 
(till iipjiiisitors ; tlicy pretend to act in tlk- nann^ of a lio<1 
whenever they want To ro!) tJieir fi llow citi/.euH of their 
dearest good — personal lilxM-ty. Since t>ucb |)or80iiSy 
whose actions are based ou impudent iicM, am not ttOcef8ib?o 
to arguments of reason, the sword (i. e. brutal force) i« the 
only kind (.!' jxTsinision they will li.-ten to. As it is, they 
will enforce their unjust laws wlu re lh<* people are cow- 
ards; the stronger rules, and the sin«;le individual has to 
consult his own welfare in obeying or disregarding the 
dictates of liars and hypocrites. Those who find justifi- 
cation f(»r their wmn;: doin^- in the fact that these laws are 
tlie ex]»ression of iIm' will of tlio majority and therefore 
must be right, ought to c<jnsider that ('hrist was crucified 
by the majority ; that heretics and witches were burned by 
the majority ; that there are facts and truths which cannot 
l.o altered or r( fut< d hy any majority; that two times two 
remain- four, e\cn if a million idiots resolves] it was five; 
that a tllon^and wrongs do not make one right; that one 
intelligent person has more sense th^n a whole insane 
asylum, but Uiat the idiots are in the majority and have the 
physical power. Having disposed of the false portions of 
the Christian dwtrines, we turn to those which are merely 
an expression of the natural law> of society and WCTC 
neither invent<Ml nor discovered l»y the church. 

As the first condition for tlu; social life of a large number 
of individuals, we find the mutual guarantee of existence: 
**Thou shalt not kill" reads the corresponding command- 



ment. Wo see it observed by the animals, who live peace- 
ably in large conununitics ; wc see it utt^-rly <li-regardcd hy 
the ('hri>tian> who preteml to love each other. The nui- 
jorily of men iiave absolutely no desire to kill their neigh- 
bor, whether they are believeft or not; a small number has 
no regard for the life of their fellow-man, on account of 
their brutal disi>ositi<»n. Murder is justly considered the 
greatest crime; life is our most valuable possession; a lost 
life is lost forever; a deed can never 1m» made imdono; a 
destroyed life cannot be atoned for. These are the 
severe, inexorable mandates of the natural code of laws, 
but religion has always encouraged murder by offering 
consolation to the remorse-bitten (Conscience of the culprit. 
How consoling is the idea of a heaven for a murderer, 
where he will meet his victim and be forgiven by god. He 
has not destroyed the life of his victim ; he has only hasten- 
ed its transfer to etc;mal hai)pine8S, where it continues in 
glory near its creator. I have seen four miir(k»rers hung, 
and every one of them expressed his convicti(ai that la? 
would go straight to heaven, where his victim and the lord 
awaited him with open arms. People who are so anxious 
to go to heaven ought to be thankful to the assassin who 
assists them to "shuflle oflP the mortal coil/' if they them- 
selves lack the coiirage. When the Catholic rcdigiou was 
at the pinnacle of its power, a very practical arrangement 
existed between the church and the criminal, who could buy 
indulgence for any murder he had committed or even might 
commit. No wonder that villains and cut throats were 
zealous Christians; there is no crime, however <lastardly, 
for which the church has no forgiveness, while tlie uncom- 
promising natural laws oiler but cold comfort to the crim- 
inaL >f ' A 

(To bft continued.} 



RATIONAL SPECULATION. 



(By J. C. Watklns ) 

Space is a iiect ssily. 'V\v' idea of DO 
space is urit liiiikable. Space, there fwe, ts 
an eternal coiHlition : has always SllSted, 

and must always exist. 

As Nature abhors a vacuuin. space must 
be filled Nvitli something, has always be»'ii 
filled and will always be filled with some- 
thing (matt(r) Matt<r, then, in S()ine 
form, or forms, has always «.\ist»Ml. and is 
therefore eternal and i>er se, self »'xistent, 
for if it has always existed it nould not 
have b< en eieafe<l. liut matt» r moves and 
('onsccjui'nlly ehan^es. This tendency 
must be an inherent jiroperi v of matter, 
for it it is not, tlxn a time is siijiposable 
when ma'it r was inert. If nic'tter was ever 
in such a condition. WHAT GAUIBD IT 
TO lUXJlN TO .MOVK? 

Mr. Franklin H. H« aid. of ' os AnKeles. 
Cal., contends that the sole cause of motion 



is expaiision and contraotloiii Bat therf| 
must tos haat to cause sxpaiiste, and oola 
to cause oontraotloii. If matter was ever 
motionlase or lasrt, and was set In notion 
by heat aad cold, ws mutt sappoat tlMt 
these forces were derelopmeiita. and not 
eternally existing forces or i»ropertles of 
matter. 

W'e must (•on(;lude i.hrn tlu't matter has 
not only always existed, b i: has always 
been in motion, l^vm if heat and cold did 
not always exist, they would naturally no 
develo|>ed by liie motion or movement of 
matter. If eitln r c(jn<lltion pre<;edod tncj 
oiher. it must have betMi (Xjld, for heat i» 
develojtrd by motion ur friction, as well as 
l>y f;ertain combinations of matter. 

liui j^ivon Space, Matter a.id Motion as 
et« inally existing, it is not dl'Ilcult to be- 
lii v«' that matt»'r would into all the 

loiins and conditions in which we find it, 
and by its coml)inat ions and . "combinatioiiPg 
and evolutions develop not only vegetabie| 



laud animal life, bat bomaD eslstsaoa as 

welL 

It would seem tboufb ttiat in and run- 
ning through matter there must be an eter- 
nal eabtle force, intelligence, or loibething. 
that evolvee* matter to these high oondi- 
tione, through which IntelllgettcSb or Iflad, 
may manifest itself. 80 far as we know 
the human being and sspeelaiiy the haman 
brain, Is the most highly organlaad form of 
matter and therefore tha moft oonaolowa, 
and tha beat madlam for tha operattaa oC 
Mind or the Intelligence in Nature. 

In time we may oome to understand the 
relations of Mind and Matte>* better than 
we do now, and be able to decide whether 
Mind Is a manifestation or development of 
the human brain, or wfhether it (the brain) 
is simply an organism through which Mind 
acts, — and whether thoughts are evolved 
by the brain or only received and trans- 

r lit tod to our conscioURnesH by it. 
We liQow that physical smsations are 
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traiisinitt< (1 tluough ttK' rerve's to the 
iiitelleclual part of this organ by invisible 
nerves that connect it with the great uni- 
versal Mind. While our salvation and 
happiness does not depend upon accurate 
Knowledge about these abstrActions, the 
fMt thftt we apeealftto about Uiam and dt- 
■lr» to know about tnem Indlcataa that It 
to aot only promunabto, bat riglU for «■ to 
Mtk lor more knowlodge about 
Kaaawba Falla, W. Va. 



MATmiALirr amociation. 



Under the hadePHhii) ot Srcrrtiuy J. 
Franitz a series of public nieetinj^s. weekly, 
are now in course, and have been for some 
time. Following is a copy of the latest 
program: 

March 6.— The Materialiat Conception of 

Htotorr Mr. Sorensen 

March It.— The Lateet BctentUle Theory 

of Matter Wn. MaDevict 

Mareh It.— The Oounter IMetliietloB be- 

tweeo the Montot, MaterialUun and 

MUteHaltoUe Gonoeptkm of Htotory... 

C 'Mouriot 

Mereh M.— What la tho OauM of the 

Preeent Qreateet Dtoeonteut of Mas* 

khid Dr. O'lrock 

April t.— The Srmboltom of the Cm*. . . 

Dr. J. F. Wotael 

Aprtl t.— The Phllooophsr of Materialtom 

Mr. B. Fetaietein 

April 16 — T^ War between Clrilliatlon 

and Superstition O. Benham 

April 23— The Evolution of the E)Uth.. 

George E. Kendall 

>;pril 30.— The Psychology of a Name... 

J. Frtttti Loeal Orgaatoer 



PAGfflG COAST 

ARB YOU ONE 
many tkoiMa 
•iij. wko want t* 
•salon tki* Woa- 

iSmi r ? r 7 

SUNSET 
MAGAZINE 

Las uiftitutecl a new 
J«partm«iit« whose 
fpeeial work it u 
to put witlun the 
i of every oae an opportunity to 

tke FAR WEST. Wfitiiw 

Sample Copy, st tt tt n tt t! 





For Hauemen'e Book. 
LOCKPORT, N. Y.— What will half-doien 
coplee of Dr. Haneman'e Book on Bvolntion 
ooet? Jvat eaah with order, no premiuma, 
or too ooplM of Blade of Jan. 24th, eontala- 
tag the artlele on Dr. Hantmaa'a book, 
and wheft will It be ready? What wUl 100 
marked with blue peiiell, ooet, if I tend the 
names to yoa to mAil? In yourt of the 
17th, John B. Bamee trie* to noire the per 
cent probleiii, and makee a rery good 
stagiir at tt, bat he haa not yet learned 
Pereentage. Hie aaewer ie not oofieet 
Let him try agam . Jiiat get on good 
grovnd and poeetbly neit time he eaa got 
it Jnat right How many eopiei of the 
Blade of Jan. 17tb and t4ta can yoa 
sihould I need some in my bnilnite, 
ed ae before?— €. R. WOODWARD. 



8IGOURNHT, IOWA.— The Blade hta 
been amwaally good of late^ and I trait 
each of yoa may live to bo at leaet a ban- 
dred year* oM, tad ooattaje year good 
battle for flr ee d o m of thooght and aetion 
during all that time, tm& that the haman 
raee of the great fhtare may riee ap and 
oall yoa bleeeed. ftMkMod herewith to an 
article for the eolamaa of the Blade. I 
think yon wUl agree with me that it wiU 
interest all Freethtakera. Will eend you 
an order for a lot of eitm copies when it 
api>oarR. l<:ncloeed it alao check for $3.oO 
which please apply for the renewal of my 
own subscription (12.00). as I promised, 
and for tho renewal of my brother. L. o. 
Nauman. |1.50. His aubscrlptlon expires 
in April and mine sometime this month. 
Please acknowledge receipt and continue 
to send each paper m its own wrapper.— 
1. Ik NAUHAN. 



Sunset Travel Club 

16 Hood Building, Sea f rancisoo. Gal. 



Wliaen'b lUKibow tlory. 
MeLSANSBORO. ILL.— I was recently at 
•t. Looto, where I heard Blbert Hubbard 
lectura. I mot him and had a talk with 
him. He epoke highly of Mr. Moore, and 
said he was a great thinker. T was out at 
Mrs. VVagoner s. where we Infidels stopped 
during the Fair. You probably know that 
\V. C. Wagoner is dead, but his family still 
reside at the same place. They were in- 
quiring about you. and Mr. Hughes. Miss 
r.lbson. Mr. Moore. Or. ilowles and the rest. 
Mrs. Wjikoimt and h»'r son an.l daughter all 
ent«'rtiilii broad and llbrral vi. \v< I notice 
In the niade a couple of let»(Ms from one 

of lugersoU's granddaughters, and she can 



surely rattle off the King's English like her 
illustrious grandfather. She ought to be 
encouraged to write eome for the Blade. I 
have recently reoeired Wilson's Rome 
book. It ie real good. He tells about going 
lo the end of the rainbow. Is he joking? 
If I knew hie addreee I would like to aek 
him what he means by such an absurd itate- 
ment. AU the Christians, and Infldoto too, 
ought to read Dr. WUson'a **A Trip to 
Rome." He ought to have left out the rais> 
DOW story, however. I enclose a stamp for 
Wilson s address.— W. B. JOHNSON. 



SHORT BBACH. CONN.- 
PoetolBce Order for $1.60 for renewal of 
subecription to Blade. I am aware of tho 
fact that it expired some time ago, and I 
have no excuses for delay, only if yoa liv« 
to reach the age of 76 you will And that 
your memory will not be eo good as when 
you were younger. I have sold oat my 
place here and dont know where I will go 
next. I have lived here among the ChrlatiaA 
heathen for ten years, and want to 
1 tried to get a few subscribers to the 1 
when I first came here, but It was like cast- 
ing ' itearls bt fore swine." 

I think the arileles of .ludge Ladd and 
of Given and Hausmiin. published In the 
form of tdtl-tashioned Thrlstia ; tracts, that 
Wf could enelosi' and s. nil to narties. would 
be a ,U4M)d tliini; to set people thinking. I 

will advis.' \ou whvn I chaugo my addreoa. 

— H. C. TliRRKLU 



Will Take Hauaman'a Book. 

CINCINNATI. O.— My copy No. 44. Vol. 
XVIII.. Feb. list, has been either loet or 
mislaid. Kindly mail another AT ONCB. 
without fall, lor which find enclosed 10c. 
Also. I enctoae another dollar, which wiU 
probably aquare my account for a little 
while. 

Ae to the new book. **Man's Origin an.. 
Destiny." by Dr. Hausman, I shall want a 
copy, no matter at what price, even though 

I have to beg. borrow or steal the money. 

The Ohio is on the rampage again, and 
it Is expected to reach r.i' or kV.\ feet. Now, 
isn't It singular, last year I stood (In July) 
on the Suspension Hrid^*' and saw the kids 
actually wade across. From one extreme to 
another. How and why is it that man can 
not control the ele m ea tot BAM'L RAO* 
hiNDORF. 



Man's Origin and Destiny 



By Dr. A. 



CiRfcj^iiis 



This is the Greatest Book of moclern times on t lie theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

It will shordy be iMoed in book form by the Blue ihmm Blade, making a book of nearly 500' pajyei. * The author luui 
dedicated it to Prot. Emct Haeckel, and the great Jena philoaopher hat accepted the (todication. 



$2.00 



$2.00 



Subscribe Now and Save Money 

AH charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance sabseriptiotis. 

The iirst chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
follow its aerial publication in the blade columns. 



Subscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES £. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



The People*^ PrCS^ Marriage and Divorce GtVC 'Em FltS. 



l^tarltsB la lis 



Aft 



PulilisM wmMj al 111 Ha 

J. •. Liaaa • • • • 
OfTidal paptr of th* lUttrialitt iModstioa 
Is Csasia, or FoiilgB CoaatrlS8» $ijm • Tisi 
fs OMs a Ytai. 



Silk Dresses Given Away 

An opportunity of a life time for women 
^ho love good clothes. 

High School girls can obtain ttieir grad- 
ua Ion dfo s s os wlUwat oost; worklBC girls 
and maiTlod womcm may soewro flao fall 
or tummrr dre[.Ket 

Large list of patterns to select from. 
Bona fide offer — uo fraud, no grafting or 
diBagreeable duties to perform. 
For full particulars send name, addrtsa and 
a two'cont postage stamp to 

247 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA. 

ED. S. SHEAQREEN 



OSKPHINK K. HCNRY 

VKMAILLES, KENTUCKY. 



TbottssBds of ooplss oi this ap-to^s*% 
psmpUtt srs now la drmlstloa In a. 
Unltsd BtstM ana Iteglaad. It trssti tL 
foreibto stjris of tht SMMt Uaportsat piOb 
Its bsfors tiM AoMriosa psopls. It stesM 
bs nsd bF botb nsrrM aai stasis, bf all 
ntn sbS wonts wbo dssirt SosmbU- 
conSltloBS. 

All orders promptly fllM by tbo sstbs 
1 Copy 25 Cents. 5 Copies One Do 

FOR THINKERS WHO THINK 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, thnt oiToestes 
trial Unionism. 

Ilevolutloiiary to tbe ecire. 
■DITBD SY A FRBBTHINKBII. 
The enemy of everything tiM 
existing social order. 
Send for sample copy. 
ASdresi: Tbe Wnps Stave Sei 



iiiow 
be Is 
St to 
4iS 



I 

That'a wbat 

aCARLRT SHADOW 
Wulter Ffiir«'ii jcreat mrt- 
leal novel, do to rhe 
foicee of bigotry and su- 
^fiHtitinn. And the see* 
tilar preu of the eountry 
goaded by the churct 
element, is throwing a 
over it. too. No other 
novel of thin decade hnn 
been so widely and «o 
bitterly denounced by 
orthod«c rritlcs —which 
la sufrioient proof thst II 
la all riRht It hna cre- 
ated a teriHatlon in con- 
■ervative circles and 
aueed eoneternatlot 
amonff the eUnry. 

It ia enthusiaatlcall; 
endorsed by ieadinf 
Freelthlnkers through 

oot the world. Ton «' 

bow Unrl ean write, an^ In thia hooV 
at bis beat It In nn t;«e8ant volume 
omnflMnt tbe Sneat Ubvary; oontilnlni 




nv/ 



In 
lt.M. 



SLUI ailASS SLAOl, 



BLUE QRASS BLADE 



Secular Thought 

. Fortnightly Journal off ftntienal Criti- 
•IMI III PtlMlM, •etoflM •MH 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION aNO THE 
TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 
Kdltor - - J. Spencer KUli. 
Published at 185^ Queen St. West. To 
ronto, Canada. Terms, |1 per annum. In 
advance; single copies, 10 centa. 

All communications for the Editorial de- 
partoMot should be addressed— 

J. 8p«noer EUla. "Secular Thought; 
lliH QtMMi 8t WMt, loroBto. Cas. 
All BvsliiMs 
Hooki. printing, ate., abottM ba 
0. M. fiLLla, 



What rail bo nicer and n.oro suitable 
for such Kifts than a gonulne Diamond, 
daintily mounted in Ring, Pin. Stud, or 
otti.Twisr. TlK^sr can be had for $10, $20 
and up. 'I'hty arc ind» st nict il)lo, a joy 
forever, and will last as lon^ as tlic world 
will revolve in Its orbit; neither do they 
ever depreciate In value. Or ti Gold Watch, 
which is useful dvriaf llfi^ WSU 
ornamental. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHM 

Large (6) sise Elgin. Waltham or Hamp- 
dea. 20-yaar gold-llllad. hunting case; latest 
style, artistie haad-cnased. 7 Jewels. $9; 15 
J«wals, 111; 16 Jewels, adj.. $15. Small 
(0) slM. 7 Jewels. $11; 16 Jewels. flS; 16 
Jewtli, adj.. 116. "RlTeriMe *. extrs Am, 
164. la t6-r«ur cMe, fl mors. Im 14k 
solid sold Mat, 610 to 110 nore. All la 
Ttflf«t boi, propsM, wtt* mnnitoo. Ivofy 



CHAINS, F08S, OR LONG aUARDS 
Latest styles, best lllsC 6t, IS. 64 aad 66. 
THE IDtAL MNTUIMAN'S WATCH 
Small (12) also, Haa^dea, elegaat, ar> 

tlstic, hand-chased or "eaftne-tumed,'* ioM 

filled hunting case guaranteed 25-year8: 
Genl Stark, 15 jewels $15; "Deuber 
Grand." 17 Jewels, adjusted, $1«.50; 'Mohn 
Hancorl<." 21 jewels, extra fine, |29.00. In 
open face scr«'W ease. $1.00 U ss. Also, in 
Bolid gold. 

Send for prices of Watches not here 
enumerated. .|cw» Irv, KIhk^ Silverware, in- 
gersoll Spoons, Kre«'t bought Badges, Opti- 
cal Goods, Ring Ouage. and Wf tfttOC» 'The- 
ism in the Crucible." free. 

Describe goods wanted as near as possi- 
ble. 10 per cent off In lots oi two or more. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN. 

La Orange, Cook County, III. 




SEEDS 

Fretli, Itllsblt. Pur« 
6varMtM4tePlMt* 

Erery OwdtiMr and 
PUuter •taoald test the 
•up«rlor n.er'.ta of Our 
Northern OrowD8««da. 

SPieiaL srrKa 

FOR 10 CCNT8 
we wni MiapaMM 
MOUS eOLLKC 



OtilD lOe 



LLKCTION 



. . FAMOUS 

1 pkt. PriMMM Radltk . • • • IM 

1 pki. 8«IMr«wlag CoUrr . . « fO* 

1 pkf. Early Arr«w.kf»4 Caktafe . . • lt« 
1 pkir. PallcrUa Market UttaM . • • 10a 
Alto IS VarletUi Cholaa rUwar Saada . . Ma 

•1.00 

Writa today I Sand 10 cant* to help pay PMt*ff« »nd 
parking and racaUe th«t "Fain hi i' llertion," W>- 

father with ..ur Nrw 1 „.trn, t, w . »• <• n i , m i !.. 

GRKAT N«)KT11KKN >l I l> i ii. 
1SSI Ku8e St. Korkfortl. Illinois 



Z TIHIOmOW MAGAZME 

FOB PMFU WHO THUS. 



TO-MORROW does not draw its inspira- 
tion from Tradition, Mysticism, Supar- 
atition or Cuatom. It ia 
A JmbmI of 



Dealing with the questions of Life from the 
iniperaooal standpoint, and accepting the 
seiantite inttrpratatioa of all jihaiioiiMBa. 

TO^OIBOW it not for thoio who are 
partiaan,— not for thoit who am wodded 
to ioma ptt btllof or iiB,— not for those 
who are govsmsd by fsar of Qod or of 
Publie Opinion. 

TO-MORROW is for Frsa Bonis.- for Man 
and Women who are not Afraid to Think 

in Harmony with Nature's Laws. 
Send 15 cents for Three Mohths Trial 
Subscription and our Special Book Offer. 
10c the Copy. .fl.OO ihe Year. 

TO-MOEBOW PUBLISHINO 00., 
180 ■. Setk 8t.» CHICAGO, tUU 



"The Woman and 
The Prospector" 



Is the title of a romance every man. woman 
and child should read. It should be In the 

liaiids of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and Kraft, as it is a protest aRalnst 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
antl ifie administration of drills to human 
iH'iiik's; at the same linu' jioints out tlu> 
only method for liic cure of the consump- 
tive. The booklet is really tree, but the 
cost of advertising and iiosiai^e we tluurt* 
at 10 cents; so if you wish :i ct»i>>. ^^end 
us 10 cents. A. M. 1»AKKI^:R. 

415 Crocker bw., Los Angeles, Calif. 



OF 

Uesald' Keligious Stickers 

The sanii- being sihort quotaiKJus frot» 
Our Dear Heavenly Father." "Our Bless 
eil Savior," "Haalaui's A>s," '•Alary Christ", 
Our i-Yit'iul, tie i). vil. and OChor pOMS 
awes of sacred memory. 

I iiese are suiiaUle fur sticking on church 
d«)ors. and otlu r objects where they will do 
the most good in spreadiOf tho **fflod tld 
ings of great joy." 

Until April 1. 1909. address— 

FRANKLIN HBALD. 

ClretoTltta, Ohls 



Do Yon Believe 



That We Humans are as Important ai 
Pigs. Potatoes and Pups? 

Dc you believe that we "grown ups/ 
and sYSii tha Children, should know as 
much about ourpplves sr we know aboa 
Pl«hfi*. riowirs an i Fiogs? 

Do ynii b^H^vf In Belter FiogMr, a More 
Klevnted Ram anyway: 

If so. pr^nd ! 25 for a year's aubacrtptloa 
to the American Journal of Eugenics* and 
be in the Van of Human Progress 

Pnbllsbad monthly at 649 South Mair 
St.. Los Angeles, California. U. S. i 
Samples ten cenu. Trial tbraa moBtbi 
with pamphlet "Instltntkmal Marrtaft,** % 

cents St imps. 



The Holy BWe 

In a Nutshell 

A New Booklet showing up the contradle 
tlons and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

.lus't he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "jarr their faltb 
and destroy their godwabs. Raad/ ■ooa. 
Order Now! tlngla e«py lOe, i for tie, It 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. PRANTZ. 

ITlN Kills Street.. San Frnncisco. Cal. 



SEEDS 



SPECIAL OFFER: 

•do to buUd Blew RaalneM. AtrialWlU^ 

inakt* y>>ii our iHTiuauciit customer. 

Prize Collection r„t;?iL^,T,?;!'||.'r:^:i; 



0 {teat varitt' 
unetif 8 ID all. 
«l'AHANTKM> TO I»Lt V". 



J U the tliiMt ; Taraip. 7 •lOcDai t ; 
I Ue«; 10 itP''liff-la«frlii|r Kulb«_ II' 



Write tO'day; Mention this Paper. 

SEND 10 CENTS 



ItOCOTtr pMUfaant l acking Br> 
roll«ctioa of ScirJa p(»t»MlJ, 
Iiiatruotl\ e. HrMuiiriil ^• vt! 

1 -bvu» U.o IJcBt » 



thta TaUable i 

r w;ih luy bi< / 
I'Unt Hook. 
, Plaau. ate. 



Jl.W. Buckb.9, ' - '^VAVoVWl 



t 




OUR MARK FOR 1909 IS TO 

DOUBLE OUR CIRCULATION 

Just Re9d Over the Beautiful and Valuable Premiums we 
Offer and Make up Your Mind to Get Busy 

Elegant Dinner Sets 

WE MUST DOUBLE OUK PKESENT CIliCULATlOX DURING 1909 AS A GUAKANTEE 
OF PERMANENCY AND STABILITY. TO THIS END WE OFFER 
INDUCEMENTS IN THE WAY OF USEFUL PREMIUMS TO PAY 
YOU FOR THE TIME YOU EXPEND HELPING US. 



PUKMIL'MS! 



PREMIUMS! 



1 Roman Golil Monogram^ China Dinner Set, 42 Pieces 

This is an attraction for every woman,— Useful and Ornamental, — Gives the table a pretty 

decoration. (iood Cliina, -Kctnils at JfS.OO jxT set, rnitial letters of owner's name 
woven in inonograin and burnished upon every piece in pure gold letters. 

TEN SUBSCRIBERS! TEN SUBSCRIBERS! 

Send us 10 New Yearly Subseribera to the Blade and we will send vou one of tlie above 
seti| charges prepaid. No money out of your pocket. Only a little real effort, and you can 
get these without actual cost. 

1 Noon-Time Cliina Dinner Set, 45 Pieces 

This set is eciiially as attractive as the other, but has no monogram. It retaili at 
$5.00 per set. An ornament to any table, 

SEVEN SUJ]SCJ:JP>KKS! seven SUDSCRIHKKS! 

You can get this set sent to you free, charges prepaid, by sending us seveu new 
annual sabscribers to tba Blade. 

TERMS:— 

Write us that you intend working to secure one or either of the above dinner sets and we 

will enter your name in a book whereon to credit you for every snhsrriber you send and 
keep a record. Subscriptions may be sent in at any time, and the paper will be sent as soon 
as received. When you btTt Mat in the requbite number for either set, it wiU be sept to 

you at once. 

SUBSCRIPTION BLANK FORMS WILL BR SKNT OX APPLICATLON. 




